
Is this a creative work
such as a drawing,
 tutorial, article, blog

post, photograph, char-
acter or piece of art?

A technique can’t be
copyrighted. The legal
protection for this is

called a patent. 
A patented process

would be labelled as
such. Also, ideas can’t

be copyrighted. 
However, if an artist

makes his living teach-
ing this technique, it
would be very nice to

give credit to them. It’s
kind, thoughtful and

helpful. But not legally
necessary.

Great! Feel free to 
publish, sell, distribute

as you wish. This is
your work and you hold
the copyright. You have

the legal right to 
determine who uses it

and how.

You may use it
with attribution

and credit to
the copyright
owner. This is

called
“Fair Use.”

Look at this as practice,
as an exercise, or exam-
ple, rather than your own
art. Please DO share this,

and give credit to the
teacher, tutorial writer, or
tool manufacturer when-

ever possible. It helps
their sales and helps
 others know where to

find the tutorial/class/tool
for that project. Please
DON’T sell this as your

own work, though, unless
the copyright owner gives
specific permission to do
so. If in doubt. ask them.

Yes, this is your own
work, and you own the

copyright. Keep practic-
ing, keep growing and

keep trying new things.
Soon you’ll start to see
your own style evolve

and develop.

This is not your work. 
It is or contains a copy and only the 

copyright owner has the right to license
the distribution of their work. Your copy
can’t be sold and should not be shared,

even with attribution and credit.

Although this isn’t technically illegal, it
is unethical and you won’t be respected
as a teacher for doing this. Even if you
don’t charge money, this is still wrong,
mean spirited, and harms other artists.

Just don’t do it.


